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Overall Comment s

 The strength of the assignment is in the way you have restricted yourself to a 
few elements - e.g. the cups, white background, similar lighting. Setting strong 
parameters for yourself is a good way to approach any assignment. Working 
against you perhaps is your choice of subject - the cups are not points and 
therefore don’t work with each other within the frame in the way that 
Freeman intended. 

I underst and your aim  is t o go f or t he Phot ography/ Creat ive 
Art s*  Degree and t hat  you plan t o subm it  your work f or 
assessment  at  t he end of  t his course. From t he work you have 
shown in t his assignment , prov iding you commit  yourself  t o t he 
course, I believe you have t he pot ent ial t o succeed at  
assessment .  In order t o meet  all t he assessment  crit eria, t here 
are cert ain areas you w ill need t o f ocus on, which I w ill out line in 
my f eedback.    

Feedback on assignment   

Throughout these images I have aimed to keep them as unedited as possible, 
I have cropped and made basic adjustments, mainly to the focal points 
rather than the background.

Good - glad to see you picked up on this in my report, also in your feedback to 
tutor report. As a further point, do try to keep crops the same throughout a 
series - it will look much stronger in print at assessment. As a starting point 
keep to the 3:2 of your camera. This is not a hard and fast rule but having 
every shot different can look as though the photographer can’t handle the 
format they are working in.

however the cup itself is a single point of interest within the frame.



A ‘point‘  for Freeman is small. your cup is more of a shape. And it is a 
graphical element rather than a ‘point of interest in the frame’. Please refer 
back to the course notes for the important difference here. 

A combination of vertical and horizontal lines

Yes there is a vertical element to the composition but if there is a line it is a 
curve rather than a horizontal. You are correct in mentioning repetition, 
which is much stronger than any idea of ‘line’ in this composition.

This image is an interesting abstract composition, I have used not only the 
curves of the tea cups but also how they are stacked and the lines that have 
been created, not only on the overall shape but each individual line and 
curve working together. I think this is one of the best images that work well 
with the background, with it being a bit lighter and whiter, but still not pure 
white so it is lost without a boarder. I think the colours of the cups work very 
eel here and the hints of the gold trim gets picked up in places. 

This is a careful appraisal but,  from my last report,  ‘resist the impulse to 
defend or justify your work at every turn’. Don’t be ‘satisfied’ with your work 
Chris, neither at the beginning of Level 1 nor the end of Level 3. I like this 
quote by Jaroslaw Kozlowski -  ‘The longer I see, the better I do not 
understand’ .

Distinct, even if irregular shapes 

An interesting motif, perhaps a little too tightly cropped? For me the tightness 
of the crop is a distraction.

At least two kinds of implied triangles 

This is a rather succinct idea,  the ambiguity of your rounded shapes as 
triangles works in your favour here.

Learning Logs or Blogs/ Crit ical essays  

To reiterate my earlier comment by email, you will need a separate tab for 
contextual research for each of your Level 1 modules. Work cannot be shared 
among modules at assessment. As you haven’t sent me links to any reading or 
viewing entries on your blog I haven’t been able to comment on them in this 
report. 

Suggest ed reading/ viewing 

Please start commenting on your reading from the reading list attached with 
my last report.

 Paul Graham’s book ‘A1-The Great North Road’ was a milestone in the shift 
from a tradition of b&w social documentary photography towards colour. 



http://www.americansuburbx.com/2010/07/interview-paul-graham-with-
richard.html

Conclusions and t arget s for next  assignment

Don’t forget that fourth assessment criteria!
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